
History of St. Mary’s Parish
St. Mary’s Parish was the sixth Catholic parish

established in Winona, but it was the first parish in the city
which did not have a primary ethnic constituency. St.
Thomas, established in 1856, was the oldest parish in the
city; and although technically it was a territorial parish, it
was popularly known as the “Irish Church.”  St. Joseph’s,
founded in 1862, was a German National Parish. St.
Stanislaus, established in 1871, was the first Polish parish
in the city. In 1880 St. John Nepomucene, a Bohemian
National parish, was established in the shadow of the
“Polish Cathedral.”  In 1905 the Polish community in the
west end of Winona finally succeeded in their quest for
another Polish parish when Bishop Cotter announced the
establishment of St. Casimir’s.

In 1911 Patrick Heffron, the second bishop of Winona,
announced he would build a chapel for the growing
Catholic population in the west end of Winona. Bishop
Heffron purchased a house and four lots on West Broadway
from the Rochester Franciscan Sisters. Construction of the

100 Years of Growing in Faith Together
chapel began in the summer of 1911. Bishop Heffron
dedicated St. Mary’s Chapel on August 13 with the
assistance of Fathers T. F. O’Connor, the new pastor, F. T.
English, P. J. Gallagher, and P. A. Tibesar. The ceremony
attracted a standing room only crowd to the little church. In
addition to the large number of people who attended the
colorful ceremony, the fact that the pews were not installed
until October accounted for the unusual posture of the
congregation. 

St. Mary’s is incorporated
The parish was incorporated on March 13, 1912. The

parish boundary began at Sioux Street and included the
west end of the city and the territory adjacent to the city.
John Eggert and J. H. Bracken were elected the first
trustees to assist Father O’Connor who offered Mass on
Sundays and holidays. As early as 1913, two Masses were
offered each Sunday, a schedule which remained in effect
into the thirties. 

Years later, Erik Brom, a student writing a school
assignment on St. Mary’s Church, described the original

chapel as: “a small
white framed building
located about mid-way
in the block between
Gould and Vila Streets
on West Broadway on
the block where the
Roger Bacon Center
now stands. Near the
west end of this block
was a large frame
house which served as
the first parsonage for
St. Mary’s Church. The
frame of the church
was narrow and deep.
There were about
twenty rows of pews
and each pew held
approximately five
adults on each side of
the center aisle. The
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St. Maryʼs Parish

In 1911, this was the original St. Maryʼs Church and Parsonage/Rectory at 1169 West
Broadway. The Roger Bacon Building now sits on this site.

History—continued on
Page 2
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altar and communion railing were simple wooden
structures. The heating plant was a hot air circular furnace
in a partially dug out basement. The heat came up the
register in the center aisle near the front of the church.”

According to Brom’s account, the pastor was also the
maintenance man who was responsible for building the fire
to heat the church. It was the practice on cold winter
Sundays for the congregation to huddle about the register
to warm up before Mass began. 

Parish established with 250 parishioners
There were approximately 250 people in the parish

when it was established in 1912. By 1930 the size of the
congregation had doubled to over 500 members. The
growth of the parish strained the capacity of the little
chapel. Even though the chapel accommodated
approximately150 people, almost as soon as it was
complete there was talk of expanding the new church. The
chapel was enlarged the following year, but even this did
not meet the needs of St. Mary’s Parish.

The growing parish put pressure on the movement to
build a new church. As early as 1928 parish trustees sought
to arrange a meeting to discuss the future of St. Mary’s

with the pastor, Father Louis O’Day, and Bishop Kelly.
The trustees hoped to exchange a lot owned by the parish
on the west end of the block for a lot which would give the
parish four lots in the center of the block. The trustees
proposed to build a combination church residence and
parish hall of the same building materials as the College of
Saint Teresa buildings. The trustees hoped to avoid
locating a new church out on the “New Broadway
extension”, a plan proposed by the college officials who
wanted to expand on the block where the church and
rectory were located. The parish trustees thought that the
proposed site two blocks west was a remote location for a
new church because it was the “extreme end of the city”.

Square block exchanged with Saint Teresa’s
In 1929 Mother Leo, the President of the College of

Saint Teresa, offered to exchange a square block of St.
Michael’s field for the four lots owned by the parish with
an additional cash payment of $9,000. According to
Mother Leo’s offer the parish would have two years to
move the buildings on the church property to a new
location. Parish opposition to this offer was so severe that

History—continued from Page 1

The cornerstone was laid for the new St. Maryʼs Church on September 17, 1939.

History—continued on Page 4
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A BIRTHDAY GIFT FOR
OUR PARISH HOME

Dear Friend in Faith,

Soon you will be asked to consider a “birthday gift”
for our parish home – specifically, our building
improvement fund. This fund provides upkeep for our
parish facility, whose story is detailed in this
newsletter. As you see, it is a memorable one!

As you consider your gift in advance, think about
our parish in your own household’s life. How long
have you been a member of our parish family, and
sheltered under its roof? Some have been parishioners
all their lives – almost 100 years! Most have shorter
parish histories, but many still count them by decades.
It’s impossible to put a price on such lived experience
– on the value our parish home has added to our lives.

But what if we tried? What if, out of gratitude, you
converted your parish experience into a birthday gift –
based on the value of your household’s total
experience, as members of this faith community? Has
belonging to St. Mary’s been worth $5 per year; or
$50; or $100; or some other amount? Now, multiply
that amount by the number of years that you have
been a member. What might be the result?

Each year our parish must complete deferred
maintenance projects. Roofs, tile floors, or carpet
must be replaced; tuck-pointing must be addressed;
outdoor surfaces must be re-sealed. Current funds for
these projects are very limited. If individual
homeowners find such upkeep challenging, then
imagine the task of maintaining our collective parish
home!

Whatever amount you offer, your centennial gift
will be greatly appreciated. Indeed, perhaps you
would also forward this request to a family member or
friend who has moved away, and might wish to
contribute. From wherever they come, our gifts will
keep St. Mary’s the beautiful home that we know and
love.

Please hold this matter in thought and prayer in the
days ahead. Our pastor will contact you soon in more
detail. Meanwhile, thank you for your support of St.
Mary’s Parish. May God bless our household of faith
in the century to come!

St. Maryʼs Parish Pastors

1911-1914 Rev. T. F. OʼConnor
1914-1917 Msgr. John Gregoire
1917-1919 Msgr. Bernard Kramer
1919-1921 Msgr. Louis OʼDay
1921-1934 Msgr. John McShane
1934-1951 Rev. John Sherman
1951-1955 Msgr. Robert Jennings
1955-1963 Rev. Raymond Snyder
1963-1966 Bishop George H. Speltz
1966-1970 Msgr. Edward Klein
1970-1975 Rev. Joseph Mountain
1975-1983 Rev. James Russell
1983-1984 Rev. Robert Theobald
1984-1992 Rev. Donald Connelly
1992-2003 Rev. Joseph Keefe
2003-current Rev. William M. Becker

Associate Pastors
Rev. Humphrey Collins
Rev. Max Satory
Rev. Donald Leary
Rev. Harry Jewison
Rev. Louis G. Cook
Rev. Martin Olson
Rev. R. E. Hatch
Rev. Richard Engels
Rev. Donald J. Winkels
Rev. Donald Schmitz
Rev. David A. Busch
Rev. Andrew Kreidermacher
Rev. Leonard McNab
Rev. Dan Dernek
Rev. James Russell
Rev. Gerald Mahon
Rev. James Kunz
Rev. Daniel Rivers
Rev. Greg Leif
Rev. Joseph Hoppa
Rev. Joseph LaPlante
Rev. John Ozbun
Rev. Greg Havel
Rev. James Steffes
Rev. William Becker



Page 4—St. Maryʼs Parish  •  100 Years–1911-2011 •  www.stmaryswinona.org

one of the trustees refused to sign the agreement, bringing
the negotiations to a close for a while. According to Father
John Sherman, the trustee’s action not only expressed “the
feeling of St. Mary’s Parish,” but was a far-sighted
decision that benefited both the college and the parish. 

Great Depression affects location of new Church
Even though the question of location was not resolved,

and the country was suffering from the Great Depression,
a new building fund was started and although modest in
size, grew steadily. The appointment of Father John
Sherman as pastor in 1934 crystallized the decision to
build a new church. By 1939, the pastor had hired
architects to design a new church for the parish, but its
location was undecided until June 1939. Sherman wanted
to build a new church but did not want to change the
location from its current site. He wrote the bishop, “Our
people are very much against any change of location. They
say we are far enough west right now, and, as a matter of
fact, I don’t care for the site in St. Michael’s on West
Broadway or on West 7th”. In letters to Bishop Kelly in
March 1939, he encouraged the bishop to cancel Mother
Leo’s offer which was still being pursued by the College of
Saint Teresa. Cancellation of the proposed agreement, he
assured the bishop, would raise the spirits of the
congregation and lead to a successful building drive for a
new church to replace the obsolete frame structure.
Sherman’s proposal was not accepted and in June a transfer
of property between the college and the parish took place
and the site of construction for the new church was
destined to be what many parishioners believed was the
edge of town. 

Cornerstone for New Church
Work began on the new church on June 30, 1939 and the

cornerstone was laid on September 17. Seidlitz, Schwab &
Company, local building contractors, were low bidders for
the general contract. Construction of the church required
approximately 175 working days. The architect for the
project was Fred A. Slifer of St. Paul, an architect who
specialized in church design. The church was completed
early the next year. The parish chose a terra cotta brick and
a red tile roof with Roman architecture throughout. It
seated 500 people. The altars were built of native travertine
stone quarried in Winona. The windows of the church were
made of clear glass and were hand painted. They were
designed by the Leighton-Weston studio in Minneapolis.
Their name is on one of the windows. The windows were
donated in memory of people whose names are inscribed
in them. The windows show events in the life of Jesus and
Mary. Five mysteries of the rosary about Jesus are depicted
on one side and five mysteries about Mary are on the other

side. In the 1970’s, Conway Universal Studio of Winona,
repaired the deteriorating windows by putting new lead
and braces in the frames. They also replaced the storm
windows on the exterior. The Stations of the Cross, which
consisted of paintings on copper sheets produced by artists
in Czechoslovakia, did not arrive in Winona until later due
to the onset of World War II. The new church boasts a pipe
organ in the choir loft. It also houses a complete heating
and air-conditioning system. The basement is used for
social functions of the church and has a fully-equipped
kitchen. 

First Mass offered in New Church
On February 3, 1940, the first Mass offered in the new

church was a nuptial Mass celebrated by Father Sherman
who officiated at the 8 o’clock wedding of his nephew
Frederick Sherman and Joy E. Baylon. The church was
officially dedicated on February 4, 1940 by Bishop Kelly
at the 10:30 solemn high Mass. After the dedication a
dinner for over 600 people was served in the church hall by
the women of the parish. 

The total cost of the church was approximately $82,000.
Under Sherman’s leadership, fund-raising for the new
church went forward rapidly. By 1939, the building fund
amounted to almost $30,000, which was about half the
projected cost of the church. Fund-raising events in 1940
and large individual gifts increased the building fund to
over $40,000. Sherman was an effective fund raiser and the
people of St. Mary’s were generous. When the pastor asked
Andrew Kriedermacher to contribute the altars for the
church he responded, “My name is Andrew
Kriedermacher, not Andrew Carnegie.” He not only
contributed the altars but the crucifix and candlesticks for
the main altar. A bank loan for an additional $30,000 was

History—continued from Page 2

History—continued on Page 6

The new Church in 1940
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In October 1964 was the wedding of John and Beverly
Cunningham. This was the first time the free-standing
altar was used.  Note also the communion rail, which was
removed a few years later.

In July 1964 was the wedding of Leonard and Carol
Spaag. Note the decorative frame and art deco of golden
crosses and the stained glass lamp suspended from the
ceiling.

In May 2010 the parish celebrated First Communion
weekend.  Notice that the ambo is now placed on the east
side of the altar.  Also note that the side altars have
become pedestals, and that St. Joseph appears on the
front west wall, so that the Holy Family appears together.

About 1970, Father Dan Dernek presided at a school
Mass for “Peace Day.”  Notice that the high altar and
communion rail have been removed, and the tabernacle
has moved to the east side altar.
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made in 1940 for the construction of the church. The parish
agreed to repay at least $1,000 a year which would have
kept the church in debt into the 1970’s.

Father Sherman and the people of the parish decided
they did not want to bear the burden of this loan over such
a long period of time. They paid this substantial loan off in
just over five years! In 1946, G. M. Robertson, President
of the First National Bank of Winona, wrote to Bishop
Binz praising St. Mary’s Parish and its pastor. “It seems to
us this is an exceptional record in liquidation of church
indebtedness and that Father Sherman, his finance
committee and his congregation are entitled to the highest
commendation for it.”

Renovation of Sanctuary
Sanctuary renovations began in 1957 when a large

crucifix was mounted in the apse. In 1961 the wall behind
it was adorned with a decorative frame and an art-deco
pattern of golden crosses. A stained-glass lamp was
suspended from the ceiling. Above the side altars, new
statues of St. Mary and St. Joseph were mounted, and are
still in use.

Vatican II introduced further changes with the assistance
of Sr. Geoffrey Brozek, OSF. A free-standing altar was
introduced on October 17, 1964, at the wedding of John
and Beverly Cunningham, with the priest facing the
people. It is still in use and bears the previous altar relics.
Around 1970 the communion rail was removed, as was the
high altar; but its raised platform remained and bore the

History—continued from Page 4

St. Maryʼs Church

After the current church was constructed in 1939-40
under Fr. John Sherman, the next construction project for
the parish was taken on after World War II.  The rectory
was constructed in 1951 to replace the house at 1169 W.
Broadway. The two story 38 by 38 foot house was built
with a cost of $40,000. It had a brick veneer on frame
construction. The contractor was P. Earl Schwab, Winona
and the architect was Liebenberg & Kaplan, Minneapolis.
Two large picture windows frame the scenes of Winona
hills and Lake Winona. Provided in the rectory were
offices and  a reception room, a kitchen, dining room, and
living or meeting room. Upstairs were five rooms for
private living quarters for the priests.  The house had no
basement.

St. Mary’s School was built in 1953, at the insistence of
Bishop Edward Fitzgerald. Monsignor R. E. Jennings, who
followed Fr. Sherman as pastor on March 2, 1951,
supervised the construction of the school. He also

supervised the construction of the convent in 1954, which
was built to house the Sisters who ministered at the new
school and our parish. The cost for both the school (for
grades 1-9) and the convent was approximately $184,000.
In 1955 Msgr. Jennings transferred to Austin to build
another new school.

The convent was built as a two-story structure
measuring 28 by 46 feet.  It was attached to the current
church on the southwest corner, nicely matching the
southeast corner connection of the rectory, which has not
changed.  It included a parlor that could be used to provide
piano lessons, an office, dining room, kitchen, bathroom,
and three bedrooms on the first floor. The second floor had
a community room, seven bedrooms, and a bathroom. The
basement had rooms for laundry, storage, and recreation.
In the 1960s and early 1970s, there were six bedrooms on
the second floor, and two on the main floor.  The latter
were converted to a large living room in the mid-1970’s.

Rectory/Convent/Parish Offices

Rectory/Convent/Parish—continued on Page 7

celebrant’s chair. The tabernacle was relocated to the
eastern side altar, Mary above the western side, and Joseph
to the rear. The apse in the sanctuary bore a banner or small
crucifix in the 1960s, until the larger crucifix returned in
the early 1970s. Around 1980 the former high altar
platform was removed. In 1985-86, Father LaPlante
removed the side altars, whose stone was used for
pedestals for the Holy Family (on the west) and a new
tabernacle (on the east). In the 2000s a grand piano was
introduced in the sanctuary, along with choir seating.
Changes will doubtless continue as our parish embraces a
timeless Eucharistic faith for the next century.
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The Sisters of St. Francis staffed the parish school (with
206 students enrolled initially), and also filled key
positions at the parish.  Sr. M. Francile (the sisters did not
use last names until 1968-69) was the first “Superior” of
the convent sisters in 1953.  The Superior also served as the
school principal.  More recently, many will remember Sr.
Eleanor Granger, the principal who resided there from
1970 to 1982.

Sisters resided at the convent until 1985.  In the early
years, there were 9 or 10 sisters living in the convent at any
one time, although 6 to 16 sisters transitioned to and from
the building annually.  Many different Sisters lived there
from 1960 through 1973, after which it was  comfortably
filled with 5 to 7 Sisters until 1981.  After that,  4 Sisters
lived there for a few years, and two in the final year:  Sr.
Andrenee Lynch and Sr. Ramona Miller (1984-85).
Transition to Parish Offices

The use of the convent building changed after the nuns
departed.   In 1988, a $13,000 project converted the
convent sleeping and living rooms to more usable meeting
rooms. Fr. Connelly, Fr. Ozbun and Marybeth Sands,
Director of Religious Education, planned these changes,
partly to enable all Religious Education classes to be held
on the same night (using school space as well), rather than
the previously required two days. Some walls were taken
down, others added. With more public usage, handicap
access was added, as well as a stairway, fire escape, and
fireproof doors. Other groups also used the building,
including the Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils, Bible
Study groups, and the youth group. The Boy Scouts have
also used the basement for many years for meetings and
storage.

Led by Fr. Joe Keefe, the vision for the building
changed after the elevator, the Visitation Commons, and
the St. Francis Room were  dedicated in January 1996.  The

Rectory/Convent—continued from Page 6

convent was then remodeled to become the Parish Offices
(initially known as the Parish Center).  A new entrance was
created to provide easy access to the building from the
Commons itself.  Indeed the Commons construction
project was landscaped in order to connect with the former
convent building on the same floor level, free of stairs.

In September 1999, Fr. Keefe and the parish staff moved
into the newly renovated office space. This enabled all staff
members to work jointly and collaboratively in one
location. Previously, staff offices were dispersed in the
rectory, the convent, and the lower level of the school
building. Currently the Parish Offices house the front desk,
six separate offices, two conference rooms, and three store
rooms.  Modern technology also enhances the work space.

Today’s parish staff is conscious of serving in the
footsteps of the Franciscans and others who have served in
the building since its construction in 1954.

St. Maryʼs Parish Rectory was constructed in 1951. St. Maryʼs Convent in 1955

St. Maryʼs Convent was converted to the
Parish Offices in 1999.
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St. Maryʼs School
St. Mary’s School opened September 8, 1953 and was

dedicated by the late Bishop Edward A. Fitzgerald on
September 13, 1953. The School cost about $184,000 to
build and housed eight classrooms, a library, office, boiler
room and two recreation rooms. In 1958 bids were opened
for an addition to the school on the south side which would
provide a gymnasium and three additional classrooms. 

The opening enrollment was 206 students and peaked in
the early 1960’s at about 450 students, grades 1-9. In 1961
Cotter High School was reorganized as a four-year high
school so the 9th grade was moved from St. Mary’s to
alleviate enrollment capacity issues.

In 1975, a kindergarten program was added to St.
Mary’s School with 25 students in the first class. Today
there are about 45 students in the program.

During a period of enrollment declines, several areas in
the school were converted to other uses. An activity room
in the lower level became the library, and at the same time
a resource room was developed on the upper level. Since
then other area changes have been made with the addition
of Preschool and Educare programs.

St. Mary’s School leadership: The school was opened
during the pastorate of the Rev. Msgr. R. E. Jennings.
Sister Francile Kapaun was the first principal from 1953-
1959. Other school principals include:

1959-62~Sister Noel Koel
1962-64~Sister Ivo Hondl
1964-70~Sister Elaine McCormack
1970-82~Sister Eleanor Granger
1982-86~Sister Irene Komer
1986-87~Randy Altoff
1987-88~Donna Harris
1988-90~Victor Kapusinski
1990-93~Tom Adams
1993-96~Randy Altoff
1996-97~Donna Harris
1997-03~Carol Wilant
2003-08~Scott Walker
2008-present~ Dawn Waller Lueck.

In 1986 the Winona parish schools were consolidated
under one single board with members drawn from each of
the five parishes. Preschool, Kindergarten and First grade
were housed at St. Mary’s School. Grades 2-4 were located
at Cathedral and grades 5-8 filled St. Stan’s School. Sister
Mary Donald Miller was asked to be the Director of
Catholic Schools with three principals under her
leadership. The consolidation enabled the system to
enhance class offerings and create programs better suited
to individual needs. It also allowed children from out-of-
town parishes the opportunity to receive a Catholic
education.

In December 1988 the WACS board initiated a
Feasibility Study to determine which buildings would
house which grade levels and programs beginning with the
1999-2000 school year. As a result, the 1st grade was
moved from St. Mary’s to Cathedral Elementary. This
move allowed for the expansion of an Educare program at
St. Mary’s and all day, every day Kindergarten. 

At present, the St. Mary’s Primary School enrolls about
90 students in K-Preschool programs. The Educare
program has approximately 120 actively enrolled children.
There are three sections of half-day preschool and three
sections of all day kindergarten. All three programs are
directed by Christine Nichols.
A few historical highlights:

Silver Jubilee—St. Mary’s School celebrated its Silver
Jubilee on September 17, 1978. Each Mass was planned by
the children followed by a pancake breakfast from 8:00 am
until noon. Students prepared a booklet entitled: “St.
Mary’s School 1953-1978: Growth in the Lord” which
reviewed the history of the school, described instructional
programs, activities and listed school personnel. There was
also a program in the afternoon with tours, displays and
entertainment. 

Memorial to JFK—On the eve of the first anniversary
of JFK’s death the 410 students in grades 1-8 exhibited
photographs, drawings, paintings, and their thoughts and
words dedicated to the life of the late president. According
to art instructor, Sister Geoffrey, “the whole exhibit was
planned to make children more aware of the role of
America today; aware of themselves as members of a
nation…to have two weeks of concentrated study on the
words of a great American in order to better live the ideals
in these words.”

Peace Week—In 1983 Peace Week in Winona spurred
St. Mary’s students to continue promoting peace within
their community, state, nation and world. Sixth grade
students wrote letters to newspapers and radio stations

St. Maryʼs School opened on September 8, 1953, with
206 students in grades 1-9.

St. Maryʼs School—continued on Page 9
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expressing desire for peace; they sent letters of petition and
an invitation to Governor Rudy Perpich, President Ronald
Reagan and other political leaders, receiving replies from
most of them. They even started a quarterly newspaper
called the “ Herald of Peace.” Principal Sister Irene Komer

said the idea of peace “has been put into practice and in
a….remarkable way the children have changed the ways
they deal with each other. Instead of fighting or arguing,
they became more aware of the need to discuss problems
and work them out without violence.”

St. Maryʼs School—continued from Page 8

“Blow Out the Wall and do it Right.” 
These famous words were uttered by Rene Schoonover

at a St. Mary’s Finance Council meeting in 1993. “This
statement spurred the parish councils to recommend not
only the elevator addition we were considering, but also
new bathrooms, remodeling the kitchen, rebuilding of the
tunnel with meeting rooms on the basement level,
connection to the basement of the convent and connection
of the school and church via St. Mary’s Visitation
Commons on the ground level.” Dave and Muriel Arnold

Once the Pastoral Council, the Finance Council and the
People of Faith made the decision to go ahead with the
Narthex Addition, this dream became a reality. Father
Joseph Keefe wrote in a bulletin June 26, 1994, “Let me
say “Thank You” to the hundreds of you that gave and
pledged so generously.” 

Cost for this undertaking was $540,000 and every effort
was taken so the parish would not go into debt. Ground

breaking and blessing for the new addition were held on
April 9, 1994, after the 7:30 Mass. Everyone gathered near
the parish center and the school, now the Visitation
Commons. Actual work on this project began April 17,
1995 by general contractor Wapasha Construction
Company. 

On December 16 and 17, 1995 the member of St.
Mary’s rejoiced as the elevator, the new entrances and the
Visitation Commons were opened. All members restricted
to wheelchairs and walking aides had long awaited an
elevator. Those who braved wind, rain and snow walking
from the west parking lot now entered through the school’s
west door, they have shelter and a fast route to the church.

On January 28, 1996, many parishioners gathered
around Bishop John Vlazny and Father Joseph Keefe to
offer this new space to God. “As I stood in the beautiful,
spacious addition, I was so grateful to Father Joe Keefe and

Narthex Addition, Visitation Commons, Elevator and More!

Narthex Addition—continued on Page 10

Bids were expected to be received on February 19, 1958 for
the construction of three classrooms and hall to St. Maryʼs
School. On the first floor level there were three classrooms,
two 29x28 feet and one 29x 30 feet. On the lower level is a

40 x 90 foot hall which is the gym. Rev. Raymond J. Snyder,
hoped that the new rooms would help with the over-crowded
enrollment. The above sketch was made for the architects
Flad-Smith & Associates by Jim Heinlen. 
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the St. Mary’s parish councils for their courage and trust in
providing us with space where we have opportunities to
greet Christ in each other as we gather for worship or social
affairs,” said Marilyn King, a former parishioner. 

Our Visitation Commons is the vehicle for our getting to
know each other, when we hurt and when we’re happy.
This has been revealed through baptisms and funerals
along with many social events held in the Visitation
Commons. At the entrance stands the statue of Mary
welcoming all who enter, and a placewhere our baptismal
font and Easter Candle can be seen by all. New restroom

Narthex Addition—continued from Page 9

where added, and the Church sound system was set up to
be heard in the Visitation Commons. The Commons also
makes it easier for the St. Mary’s school children going to
lunch or entering the church. This addition made it possible
for access to the parish center now the parish offices and
provided the much needed classrooms and meeting spaces.

As Bishop Vlazny reminded us at the blessing of this
celebration. “The Catholic Church is our “castle”. A
welcoming gracious haven for all who gather at the
Catholic social function of the week, our Sunday
Eucharistic Celebration, for the educational and social
functions that will be held there.” Marilyn King

The Visitation Commons has been a very versatile room
with many purposes.

Visitation Commons mural artwork and painting done by
Julia Crozier.

The mural in St. Mary’s Visitation Commons is an
artistic interpretation of the story of creation in Genesis,
continuing on through the Resurrection of Christ. It depicts
the river of life flowing through salvation history and
focusing on the Gospel. The mural was designed and
painted by Winona artist and St. Mary’s Parish member,
Julia Crozier.

In the beginning (on the left side) the creation of the
world is portrayed as color and energy. Water (life) flows
throughout the mural to connect the work of art. From the
creation area water flows to Mary with an angel spirit
announcing the divine conception. The next area shows
Jesus as a baby with a small road behind Him. This road
and the water travel on with a human figure struggling on
the road further symbolizing struggles. Humanity is
broken, sinful. The human form is traveling towards an
open tomb with a cross emerging from the tomb. Out of the
earth and water a figure emerges. This is Jesus rising and
the healing provided by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.
Below Him are fish and a net flowing towards the eleven

disciples (minus Judas) with flames symbolizing the Holy
Spirit. There is a building near them symbolizing the upper
room. The road and water continue on though the
mountains and hills, with a split in the road symbolizing
choices we make through life as Christians. The
resurrected Christ ignites the faith of the Church. The Holy
Spirit starts the Church among the Apostles and we are
called to be “caught” in the life of the Church. 

Julia also designed the mural in the St. Joseph’s room.
This was painted by the St. Mary’s Youth Group. Julia
Crozier

Mural in Visitation Commons and its Meaning

Centennial Newsletter Committee: Tom Angst, Jim
Hanzel, Jeanette Indra, Bruce Nicklay, Terry Rozek,
Linda Schauer.

Archives contributors: Fr. William Becker, Erik
Brom, Bill Crozier Sr., Janice Erpelding, Charles
Smith, Julie Walch, St. Mary's Archives, Sisters of
Saint Francis Congregrational Archives, Winona
County Historical Society, Diocese of Winona. 
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In 1991, Hiawatha Education Foundation purchased the
former St. Teresa campus for Cotter Schools. In 1992, the
Rochester Franciscans donated a parcel of land to the
parish from St. Mike’s fields.  The parcel was located on
the south side of the parish plot and measured 88 by 450
feet.  The donation nicely enlarged the church’s back yard,
and enabled parish outdoor meetings, picnics, youth group
activities and other events. When new fenceline was
created to encompass the added property, the old fence
separating the parish and campus was removed; and
Building and Grounds committee member, Charlie Smith
retained the iron top rails of the fence. While the Visitation
Commons was undergoing construction, Charlie had the
old rails fabricated into the stairwell banister leading to the
lower level of the church as well as the south wall rail in
the Commons.

Prior to the new church construction in 1939, Winona
master stone carver Ted Kryzer and his Uncle Vince
obtained discarded carriage blocks from the city of
Winona. These blocks were no longer needed by the city
with the introduction of the automobile. Ted and Vince
carved and polished these blocks to serve as the original
holy water fonts at the entrance of the church. They also
carved the Maltese Cross at the peak of the church. Prior to
enlisting in WWII, Charlie Smith, a member of St. Mary’s
since 1927, recalls performing odd jobs and chores so that
he could afford to hire Ted and Vince to carve a carriage

On the east entrance of the Church is one of three glass
windows donated by the children of Leo R. Sr. and
Emeila Literski Smith.

Property Railings and More

block into the baptismal font for the new church. This font
was used until the 1960s when it was decided to replace the
font and altar with the wooden ones used today. The
discarded font was offered back to Charlie Smith. The
Smiths have incorporated the stone into a birdbath for their
landscaping. It is very likely this stone is resting near its
original location prior to being quarried. 

As a local nursery owner, Charlie has helped to plant
and maintain trees, shrubs and landscaping around the
Church and School. He and his siblings donated three
stained-glass arched windows in honor of their parents,
Leo R. Sr. and Emelia Smith. These windows are located
over the doors at the two east entrances of the Church and
the south entrance door in the Visitation Commons. 

Charlie has
shared his wood-
working skills with
many projects
throughout the
church including a
clock located in the
St. Francis Room,
in honor of his
daughter Mary
Katherine. He has
also crafted the
current baptismal
font, Christmas
manger, ambo,
candle holders,
plant stands, along
with numerous
bookcases and the
Big Wheel for the
River City Festival.
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We hope you will join us as we step into the
next century.

Please mark you calendar for
Sunday, August 14, 2011


